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I. An ExtraB of a Letter from Mr, Robert 
Vans of Kilkenny in Ireland. Dated Nov. 
i£. i5p5- to Mr- Henry Million. 

WE have had of late, in the County of Lime- 
rick, and Tipperary, Showers of a fort of Mat- 
ter like Butter or Greafe : If one rub it upon ones 
Hand it will melt, but lay it by the Fire, and it 
dries and grows hard, having a very (linking Smell. 
And this lad Night fome fell at this place, which I 
did fee my felf this Morning. It is gathered into 
Pots and other Veflels, by fome of the Inhabitants 
of this Place. 



ExtraSt from the Bijhop of Cloyuci Letter^ 
near Youghall, April id* 1696* 

SIR, 

T Think my felf obliged by the Duty T owe your 
(elf and the Royal Society, to furnilh fuch Accounts 
of Natural Hiflory, as I fuppofe are not common. Ac- 
cordingly having very diligently inquired concerning 
a very odd Phenomenon, which was obferved in many 
Parts of Munffer and Leinfler, the beft Account I 
can Coiled: thereof, is as follows : For a good part of 
lufi Winter and Spring, there fell in fevcral places, a 
kind of thick Dew, which the Country People called 
Butter^ from the Confiftency and Colour of it, being 
loft, clammy, and of a dark Yellow ; it fell always 
in the Night, and chiefly in Moorilh low Grounds, on 
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the top of the Grafs, and often on the thatch of Cab- 
bins:' Was feldom obferv'd in the fame Places twice; 
it commonly lay ©n the Earth for near a Fortnight 
without changing its Colour, but then dryed and turn'd 
black. Cattle fed in the Fields where it lay indilferent- 
Iy> as in other Fields. It fell in lumps, often as big as 
the end of ones finger, very thin and fcatteringjy ; 
it bard ar ftrong *M Scent, fomewhat like the fmeli of 
Ghwcfe-yatds ot Graves : And indeed we had daring 
moft of that Seafon very Clinking Fogs, fame Sedi- 
ment of which might polfibly oecafion this (linking 
f)ewy tno' I Will by bo means pretend to offer that 
a reafbnof k : I Cannot find that k was kept long, or 
that k bred any Worms or Infects ; yet the fuperftitious 
Country People, who had Scal'd or Sore Heads, rub'd 
them with this Subftance, and faid, /'/ healed them. 

lam likewMe inform'd of a Perfon in my Neigh- 
borhood; who had I regular Epileptic* Tit, ara cer- 
tain Hour every Day ; I hive not yet iben or difcourftd 
with him, but when I am furniflied with a jufl: and 
faithful Account of this Cafe, I will not fail to Com- 
municate it. 
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